
Integrated innovation
By its own admission, Wittmann Battenfeld
has not been immune to the economic down-
turn, which has seen the injection moulding
machinery industry endure its toughest year in
history.

But the company, formed last year following
the integration of Wittmann Kunststoffgeraete
with Battenfeld, unveiled a raft of new technol-
ogy as it announced plans to re-enter the large
machine market (up to 1,600 tonnes) and also
ramp up its all-electric range, of which
Wittmann Battenfeld was a pioneer.

Among its developments was a manufactur-
ing cell that integrated a Battenfeld high-speed
moulding machine directly with Wittmann
robots and equipment to make a system for in-
mould labelling (IML). 

“IML is tough in North America as the num-
ber of cavities is bigger,” said Michael
Wittmann, general manager of Wittmann.
“Europe runs smaller footprints. It might come
later in the US as it’s more mass production
there.”

The company’s latest EM all-electric mould-
ing machine, capable of up to 400mm/sec
injection speed, will be launched in the com-
pany’s new Meinerzhagen, Germany facility in
September and will be available by December.
In an interesting twist, the components for the

new machine are of proprietary design and
manufacturing and not from Ferromatik
Milacron, which had been supplying Batten-
feld since 2003.

“We are currently moving equipment into
the new 46,000 sq ft facility,” said Wittmann.
“We are also expanding our Hungary plant by
28,500 sq ft to 75,400 sq ft and want to bring all
machine fabrication in-house by the end of
this year.”

The global market for injection moulding
machines will shrink to an expected 45,000
this year from 90,000 in 2007, while the robot
market dropped from just under 14,000 in
2007 to around 11,100 in 2008.

“We increased our share of the robot market
from 15 to more than 19 per cent, however,
with Europe being our biggest market,”
explained Wittmann.

Along with a multitude of innovations in
robotics, material handling, temperature con-
trol and blenders, Wittmann Battenfeld pre-
sented what it calls ‘The Packaging Market
Workhorse’: the W823D Double Servo Arm
Robot for stack moulds, which operates a 7-
22lbs payload at 300-600 tonnes.

“It generates a lot of speed,” said David
Preusse, president of Wittmann Battenfeld,
Inc, in the US. “It works off either side of the
mould and can also work with parts on the
fly. It links six-axis robots with a servo when
usually you’d have a second robot down-
stream for the value-added steps (on a mould-
ing machine perhaps). They are very user
friendly robots.”
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ing it suitable for emerging markets such as
Asia, Eastern Europe, and Latin America.”

Humbert also demonstrated the Altanium
I/O box, which ties the controller to an
injection moulding machine.

“We can cool the tool down if someone
stops the injection moulding machine, to
prevent the plastics from degrading. If
someone tries to start the machine again
when the tool is still cool, we can block it
operating until the tool reaches normal tem-
perature. We can also identify exactly what
causes an error, such as a blown fuse, and
pinpoint the problem zone.”

Martin Baumann, business manager for
HotRunners at Husky, unveiled the
expanded range of PRONTO hot runners,
which now has more than 100 manifold
layouts and increased nozzle options along
with increased flexibility of plate sizes and
pitch spacing.

“The Pronto range of 350, 500 and 750
nozzles provides customers a lot of flexibil-
ity. Like fully customisable systems, the
nozzles and systems are configurable, while
plate sizes, nozzle spacing and nozzle
lengths are configurable within a wide
range. Customers can save between 15-20
per cent on a PRONTO system without
having to give up on flexibility and per-
formance,” said Baumann.

All of these developments illustrate how
Husky has adapted to a challenging market
where fewer companies are buying new
capital equipment but are instead focused
on maximising the value of their existing
investments.

F rom humble toolmaker to a supplier of
complete solutions including design,

prototyping, engineering and tooling,
R&D Integrated Solutions in Plastics intro-
duced its new look to visitors at NPE and
mooted the possibility of
replicating the US model in
the UK now that the re-
branding has proved suc-
cessful. 

“We’re changing the
industry,” explained global
marketing director Robert
Schiavone. “In the US we
have a full package from
concept to production tool
following the addition of
Leverage last year, which
provided industrial design.
The US has expanded
from PET tooling to cus-
tom injection, silicone
and medical markets.”

Earlier this year, the
company established a production labora-
tory called the PSL (Product Solutions Lab)
in the UK to extend its capabilities for prod-
uct design in the European market and,
according to Alan Tolley, R&D managing
director for Europe, the US is being used as
a role model for the UK.

“The US facility ran out of territory so had
to diversify and steer customers away from
a belief that we are simply just another ‘me
too’ toolmaker. The UK has lots of territorial
growth potential, such as Poland and
Greece,” he said.

But the Leverage (design) side does inter-
est Tolley and he is keen to target more

brand owners: “Brand owners know what
they want so are good to work with. Being
a tool builder first and a designer second,
like us, is an advantage because a package
might get to the converter from the designer

and then bounce
back as it’s not feasi-
ble. We tie all of this
together.”

The UK laboratory
is fully automated with
full and pilot tools and
is home to a Nissei
ASB 70DPH injection
stretch blow moulder,
which enables R&D
engineers to have their
customers see the tool-

ing running on a line, giv-
ing them an advantage.

“Single stage blow
moulding is our core busi-
ness in Europe, but not so
much in the US,” said Tol-

ley. “We are enjoying the growth of Central
Europe and the Middle East with food, bev-
erage and personal care sectors all going
well, driven by machinery improvements.”

Despite the fact that R&D relocated from
a leased 16,000 sq ft facility in the UK to a
purpose-built 27,500 sq ft one, Tolley
admits that the company is considering
opportunities in South East Asia and may
establish more satellite offices like the exist-
ing ones in France and Czech Republic.

“We now can do 40 per cent more work
in the UK facility. Our competitors in
Europe can only do ‘part’ of what we do,”
said Tolley.

R&D exhibits design model for growth

R&D’s chief executive vice president ofoperations, Rex Luchtel (left) andEuropean managing director Alan Tolleyare spearheading the company’stransformation into a supplier of
complete solutions

Following its formation last year, Wittmann
Battenfeld has a solid solution for in-mould 

labelling (IML) requirements
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